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SUB J : PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH, FUTURE 
PLANS AND VIEWS ON MAGHREB UNITY 

1 . SUMMARY: MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE HASSEN BELKHODJA SPOKE 
ON JULY 31 BY PHONE WITH PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S WIFE IN 

PARIS AND RECEIVED GLOWING REPORTS OF A MIRACULOUS IMPROVE- 
MENT IN BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH. THEIR RETURN IS NOW SLATED FOR 
THE END OF RAMADHAN. MADAME BOURGUIBA RELATED THE PRESIDENT'S 
REJECTION OF BOUTEFLIKA'S EFFORTS TO INVOLVE TUNISIA IN THE 
WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE AND TO MAKE SOME NEW GESTURE ADVANCING 
MAGHREBIAN UNITY. BOURGUIBA SHARPLY CRITICIZED THE BAD 
MANAGEMENT OF BOUMEDIENE IN ALGERIA. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER LUNCH AT HIS HOME NEAR BIZERTE ON AUGUST 1 I 
MENTIONED TO HASSEN BELKHODJA, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND 
MEMBER OF THE POLITICAL BUREAU OF THE DESTOURIAN 
SOCIALIST PARTY, THAT ENCOURAGING RUMORS ARE AFLOAT 

HERE THAT PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH HAS UNDERGONE A 
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GREAT IMPROVEMENT DURING HIS SIX- WEEK SOJOURN IN GENEVA 
AND PARIS. BELKHODJA TOLD ME HE HAD SPOKEN OVER THE PHONE 
JUST THE DAY BEFORE WITH MADAME WASSILA BOURGUIBA WHO HAD 
NOTHING BUT THE MOST FAVORABLE REPORTS TO CONVEY. 

3. MADAME WASSILA SAID THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE GOING TO 
THE AMERICAN HOSPITAL IN PARIS AUGUST 1 FOR A THOROUGH 
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EXAMINATION TO CONFIRM HIS TRANSFORMATION. SHE TOLD 
BELKHODJA THAT THE PRESIDENT'S FRENCH DOCTORS HAD TAKEN 
HIM OFF THE GREAT RANGE OF MEDICAMENTS HIS SWISS DOCTORS HAD 
BEEN PRESCRIBING FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS. THEY FOUND THAT 
SOME OF HIS MEDICINES HAD PRODUCED PERNICIOUS SIDE-EFFECTS 
INCLUDING IMPAIRED VISION AND NERVOUS TENSION. ONCE OFF 
THEM HIS VISION HAD IMPROVED AND HE WAS CALMER, HAPPIER. 

MORE RELAXED BUT POSSESSED OF MORE ENERGY THAN HE HAS SHOWN 
FOR A LONG TIME. THERE IS NO NEED FOR EYE SURGERY (FOR A 
LONG-RUMORED CATARACT). MOREOVER, THE PRESIDENT'S WIFE 
REPORTED, BOURGUIBA HAS A NEW SET OF DENTURES (HIS OLD ONES 
BEIN NOTICEABLY UNCOMFORTABLE) IN WHICH THE METAL USED IS 
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OFHIS LAST SET, DUE TO THE DISCOVERY OF 
SOME HARMFUL CHEMICAL REACTION THAT THE FORMER METAL HAD 
CAUSED IN HIS MOUTH. THIS FACT ALONE HAD CAUSED A 
MAJOR BOOST IN THE PRESIDENT'S MORALE. 

4. 1 ASKED IF THE MINISTER HAD BEEN GIVEN ANY INDICATION 
OF THE DATE OF THE PRESIDENT'S RETURN TO TUNISIA. HE 
SAID MADAME BOURGUIBA TOLD HIM THAT THEY PLANNED TO COME 
BACK IN TIME FOR ID-EL-FITR AT THE END OF RAMADHAN (APPROXI- 
MATELY SEPTEMBER 4). THE PRESIDENT WAS SAYING THT "NO ONE 
WILL BELIEVE THE CHANGE THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE IN HIM". 

5. ACCORDING TO MADAME LA PRESIDENTE, THE MOST AMUSING 
EVENT OF BOURGUIBA'S STAY IN PARIS WAS HIS MEETING WITH 
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ALGERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTEFLIKA. THE LATTER, WHOM 
THE PRESIDENT REALLY LIKES VERY MUCH, ADVANCED ALGERIAN 
PLEAS FOR (A) TUNISIAN SUPPORT IN THE WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE 
AND (B) AN EARLY GESTURE FROM BOURGUIBA TOWARD THE CAUSE 
OF MAGHREBIAN UNITY. BOURGUIBA TOLD BOUTEFLIKA THAT ALGERIA 
HAD CONCOCTED THE WHOLE WESTERN SAHARA MESS AND COULD FIND 
SOME WAY TO EXTRICATE ITSELF FROM IT BUT WITH NO RPT NO 
HELP FROM TUNISIA. MAGHREBIAN UNITY, BOURGUIBA SAID, MUST 
REMAIN A DREAM FOR A LONG TIME TO COME. HE ALSO HAD NO 
INTENTION WHATEVER OF HOOKING TUNISIA'S ECONOMY UP WITH 
ALGERIA'S AND FELT COMPLETELY SURE THAT NEITHER ALGERIA 
NOR TUNISIA WANTED TO ACCOMMODATE THEMSELVES EITHER TO 
COLONEL QADHAFI’S DISASTROUS NEW ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY OR TO 
HIS PRIMITIVE ISLAMIC STANDARDS. THE PRESIDENT TOLD 
BOUTEFLIKA, HIS WIFE REPORTED, THAT HE HAD PRIVATELY 
VOWED NEVER TO SET FOOT IN ALGERIA AGAIN (OVER SOME 
INCIDENT DURING HIS LAST VISIT) BUT IF BOUMEDIENE WANTED 
HIM OVER FOR ANOTHER VISIT HE WOULD HAVE TO AGREE TO LET 
HIM MAKE A MAJOR SPEECH IN ALGIERS TELLING EVERYONE WHAT 
WAS WRONG WITH THE WAY ALGERIA IS BEING RUN. ACCORDING 
TO BOURGUIBA, THE ALGERIAN LEADERSHIP SHOULD BE ASHAMED 
OF THE WAY IT HAS MISMANAGED ITS VAST HUMAN AND NATURAL 
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RESOURCES; IT IS A RICH COUNTRY, BUT TOO MANY OF ITS PEOPLE 
ARE HUNGRY AND JOBLESS AND THE SIMPLEST STAPLES ARE ALWAYS 
IN SHORT SUPPLY. HE WOULD PREACH THE BENEFITS OF TUNISIA'S 
BRAND OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICY. AFTERWARDS BOURGUIBA 
CLAIMED THAT HE LIKED THE IDEA OF SUCH A SPEECH SO WELL THAT 
HE MIGHT JUST DECIDE TO MAKE IT IN TUNIS ON HIS RETURN. 

6. COMMENT:THIS INFORMATION REGARDING THE STATE OF PRESI- 
DENT BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH SEEMS QUITE AUTHORITATIVE AND 
CONFIRMS OUR RECENT INFORMATION FROM OTHER SOUYCES, SOME OF 
WHOM ADD THAT THE PRESIDENT BLAMES HIS SON, HABIB BOURGUIBA JR., 
FOR HAVING PERSUADED HIM TO PUT HIMSELF UNDER THE CARE OF 
THE SWISS 

DOCTORS. FOR THE LOCAL PALACE- WATCHER SET THIS 
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RUMOR HAS ALREADY BEEN THE BASIS FOR A BELIEF THAT WASSILA 
BOURGUIBA'S STAR IS AGAIN ON THE RISE AND BOURGUIBA JR.'S 
ON THE WANE. THE LATTER. INCIDENTALLY. HAS SPENT THE 
PAST FOUR DAYS IN PARIS WITH HIS FATHER PRIOR TO 
LEAVING WITH HIS FAMILY FOR A MONTH-LONG "PRIVATE" 

VISIT IN THE UNITED STATES AT THE END OF THIS WEEK. 

MULCAHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, REPORTS, HEALTH 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TUNIS05459 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780317-1098 
Format: TEL 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978081 05/aaaadkcn. tel 

Line Count: 143 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 1b2c0358-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1554913 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT BOURGUIBAYS HEALTH, FUTURE PLANS AND VIEWS ON MAGHREB UNITY 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, PGOV, TS, XI, (BOURGUIBA, HABIB) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1b2c0358-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



